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DANGEROUS  TOYS 


There  is  educational  value  in  such  toys  as  chemical  sets,  provided 
the  children  who  receive  them  are  old  enough  to  understand  what  precautions  must  "be 
taken  in  handling  certain  chemicals.     They  must  know  enough  to  he  careful  when  they 
see  the  word  POISON  on  a  label.    A  federal  law  requires  manufacturers  of  such  types 
of  toys  entering  interstate  commerce  to  put  a  warning  statement  on  the  label  if 
any  of  the  chemicals  included  in  the  set  are  poisonous  or  dangerous* 

It  is  also  up  to  the  parents  or  other  adults  who  buy  such  toys  to 
look  at  the  label,  see  what  chemicals  the  set  contains  and  whether  any  of  them  are 
marked  POISON.     If  they  find  such  warnings,  it  is  their  responsibility  to  decide 
whether  or  not  the  children  are  old  enough  to  use  the  toy  sets  with  safety.     In  one 
lot  seized  by  the  U.  S,  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  the  label  did  not  bear  the 
necessary  information,  yet  the  set  included,  among  other  chemicals,  solutions  con- 
taining acetic  acid,  unneutralized  sulphuric  acid,  and  ammonia  in  concentrations 
which  brought  the  product  under  the  Federal  Caustic  Poison  Act.     If  this  lot  of 
toy  sets  had  escaped  attention,  possibly  more  than  one  child  might  have  been 
terribly  injured  or  even  killed. 

Balloons  are  another  type  of  toys  that  are  potentially  dangerous 

if  accompanied  by  certain  chemicals  to  be  used  in  inflating  them.     Last  season 

some  12  dozen  toy  balloons  ran  afoul  of  the  law  because  they  violated  the  Federal 

Caustic  Poison  Act.     In  each  package  for  use  to  inflate  the  balloon  was  a  quantity 

of  ^  sodium  bisulphate  containing  more  than  36  percent  of  unneutralized  sulphuric 
acid,  which  is  a  dangerous  caustic  or  corrosive  substance.     The  common  name  of 
that  substance  was  not  given  nor  was  the  package  labeled  POISON  as  the  law  requires. 
The  label  gave  no  directions  for  treatment  in  case  of  accidental  personal  injury. 
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